
AP®® US History Course Content Outline Fall Semester 2007 - 2008 

Page numbers refer to Brinkley’s American History. 

  

Readings must be completed by the date indicated.  
 

Week One: 

Chapter 1: The Meeting of Cultures 

M. 8/27    PreColumbian America, p 1 – 12/Historiography, p. 8-9 

  Zinn Text Chapter 1 

 T. 8/28 Europeans Look Westward/ Arrival of English p 12 - 33 

 W. 8/29 Writing the AP essay 

Chapter 2: The English “Transplantations” 

Th. 8/30 Early Chesapeake p 36 – 45, Zinn: Ch. 2 

F. 8/31 Growth of New England p 47-58 

  Other Pilgrims p 49-51 

 

Week Two: 

Monday - Holiday 

T. 9/04 Restoration Colonies p 59-70 

Chapter 3: Society and Culture in Provincial America 

W. 9/05 Colonial Population p 74- 81 

Th. 9/06 Beginnings of Slavery p 81 -88, including p 82 – 83, Zinn Ch 3 

F. 9/07  Colonial Economies p 88- 92 

 

Week Three: 

M. 9/10 Chart – Patterns p 93-100 & Colonial Mind p 100 – 111 

T. 9/11  Test Ch 1 – 3 plus Zinn 

Chapter 4: The Empire under Strain 

W. 9/12 A Loosing of Ties/Struggle for Continent p 116 – 124 

Th. 9/13 New Imperialism p 124 – 131        

F. 9/14  Stirrings of Revolt p 131 – 142 Zinn Ch 4 

 

Week Four: 

M. 9/17  Cooperation and War p 143 – 147 

Chapter 5: The American Revolution  

T. 9/18   The States United p 150 – 158 

W. 9/19  War for Independence p 158 – 168          

Th. 9/20              War and Society p 169 -174 

     Where Historians Disagree p 154 – 155 

F. 9/21  Creation of State Governments p 174 – 177  Search for National Gov.    

 

Week Five:     

Chapter 6: The Constitution and the New Republic 

M. 9/24 Framing a New Government p 192 – 204    Arguments/Compromises 

T. 9/25 Test 



W. 9/26              Background of Constitution p 199 – 201/Federalists and Republicans p      

204- 208 Zinn Ch 5 

Th. 9/27  Establishing National Sovereignty/Downfall of the Federalists p 208 – 215 

Chapter 7: The Jeffersonian Era 

F. 9/28 Rise of Cultural Nationalism p 220 – 229 

 

Week Six: 

M.  10/01  Stirrings of Industrialism p 229 – 234 Charts/Maps/ 

T. 10/02 Jefferson the President p 236 – 243 

W. 10/03 Doubling the National Domain p 243 – 254/The Grid p 182 - 184 

Th. 10/04 War of 1812 p 254 – 260  

F. 10/05  Test, Chapters 6 & 7  

 

Week Seven: 

Chapter 8: Varieties of American Nationalism 

M. 10/08 Growing Economy/Expanding Westward/Era of Good Feelings p 264 - 

276 

T. 10/09 Sectionalism and Nationalism/Revival of Opposition p 277 – 286 

Chapter 9: Jacksonian America 

W.10/10  Rise of Mass Politics/Age of Jackson p 290 – 298,  

Th. 10/11 Our Federal Union p 299 – 303 

F. 10/12 Removal of the Indians/Jackson and the Bank War p 303-321 

 

Week Eight: 

M.10/15 Zinn ch. 7 

T. 10/16          Test 

W. 10/17           Essay 

Chapter 10: America’s Economic Revolution 

Th. 10/18     The Changing American Population p 324 – 333 

F. 10/19   Transportation, Communications, and Technology p 333 – 342 

 

Week Nine: 

M. 10/22  Commerce and Industry  p 342- 345 

T. 10/23   Men and Women at Work p 345 – 351, Zinn Ch 6 

W. 10/24    Patterns of Society p 351 - 359 

Th. 10/25   The Agricultural North p 359 - 367 

F. 10/26  Test, Ch 10 

 

 

Week Ten: 

Chapter 11: Cotton, Slavery, and the Old South 

M. 10/29     The Cotton Economy p 371 – 376 

T. 10/30     White Society in the South p 376 - 382 

W. 10/31  The “Peculiar Institution” p 382 – 391 

Th. 11/1      The Culture of Slavery p 391 - 395 

F.  11/2  Essay, Ch 11 



 

 

Week Eleven: 

Chapter 12: Antebellum Culture and Reform 

M. 11/05    The Romantic Impulse p. 398 – 406 

T. 11/06    Remaking Society p 406 – 415 

W. 11/07       The Crusade Against Slavery p 416 – 425 

T. 11/08  

Chapter 13: The Impending Crisis 

F. 11/09 Looking Westward/Expansion and War, p 429 – 442 

 

Week Twelve: 

M.11/12     The Sectional Debate/The Crises of the 1850s p 442 – 463 

Chapter 14: The Civil War 

T. 11/13 The Secession Crisis p 466 – 474  Zinn Ch 8 

W. 11/14 Mobilization of the North/Mobilization of the South p 474 - 485 

Th. 11/15 Strategy and Diplomacy p 485 - 491 

F. 11/16  Campaigns and Battles p 491 – 501 

 

Week Thirteen: 

M. 11/19 Where Historians Disagree p 471 – 473   

T. 11/20          Zinn. 9 

Chapter 15: Reconstruction and the New South 

Wednesday – Frid – 11/21-11/23 

 

Week Fourteen: 

M. 11/26 The Problems of Peacemaking p 506 – 517 

T. 11/27 Test 

W.11/28          The South in Reconstruction p 517 – 523 

Th. 11/29         The Grant Administration/Abandonment of Reconstruction p 523 – 533 

F. 11/30 The New South p 533 – 549 

 

Week Fifteen: 

M. 12/03 Where Historians Disagree p 530 – 532 

T. 12/4  Essay –  

W. 12/5   

Chapter 16: The Conquest of the Far West 

Th. 12/06 The Societies of the Far War p 555 – 565 

F. 12/7             The Changing Western Economy/The Romance of the West p 565 – 586 

 

Week Sixteen: 

M. 12/10  The Dispersal of the Tribes p 576 – 586 

T. 12/11 The Rise and Decline of the Western Farmer p 586 – 590 

W. 12/12   Where Historians Disagree p 577 – 579 

12/ 13-14– Semester Review 
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Chapter 17: Industrial Supremacy 

W. 1/3  Sources of Industrial Growth/Capitalism & Its Critics p 594 – 610 

Th  1/4  Industrial Workers and the New Economy p 611 – 621 

 

Chapter 18: The Age of the City 

F 1/5  The Urbanization of America p 624 – 632 

M 1/8  The Urban Landscape/Strains of Urban Life p 632 – 640 

T 1/9  The Rise of Mass Consumption/Leisure in the Consumer Society p 640– 

652 

W 1/10  High Culture in the Age of the City p 652 – 658 

 

Chapter 19: From Stalemate to Crisis 

Th1/11  The Politics of Equilibrium p 662 – 670 

F 1/12  The Agrarian Revolt/The Crisis of the 1890s p 670 – 682 

T 1/16  “A Cross of Gold” p 683 – 687/Where Historians Disagree p 680 – 68 

W 1/17   Essay, Zinn Ch 11 

 

Chapter 21: The Rise of Progressivism 

Th1/18  The Progressive Impulse/Women and Reform p 716 – 731 

F1/19  The Assault on the Parties p 731 – 735 

M 1/22  Sources of Progressive Reform/Crusaders for Order and Reform p735 -

744, Zinn Ch 13 

 

Chapter 22: The Battle for National Reform  

T 1/23  Theodore Roosevelt and the Modern Presidency p 748 – 757 

W 1/24  The Troubled Secession p 757 – 761 



 Th1/25 Where Historians Disagree p 720 – 721, Zinn Ch 10 

F 1/26  Test 

 

Chapter 20: The Imperial Republic 

M 1/27  Stirrings of Imperialism p 690 – 696 

T 1/30  War with Spain p 696 – 707 

W 1/31  TheRepublic as Empire p 707 – 712 

Th 2/1  (Chapter 22) “The Big Stick” p 764 – 772, Zinn Ch 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 23: America and the Great War   

F 2/2  The Road to War p 774 – 779 

M 2/5  “War Without Stint” p 779 – 782 

T 2/6  The War and American Society/The Search for Social Unity p 783 – 792 

W 2/7  The Search for a New World Order p 792 – 796 

Th 2/8  A Society in Turmoil p 796 – 804 

M 2/12  Zinn Ch 14 

T 2/13  Test 

 

Chapter 24: The New Era  

W 2/14  The New Economy p 808 – 814 

Th 2/15 The New Culture/A Conflict of Cultures p 814 – 832 

F 2/16  Republican Government p 832 – 837 

 

Chapter 25: The Great Depression 

M 2/19  Coming of the Great Depression/ American People in Hard Times p 840 - 

855 

T 2/20  Depression and American Culture/The Ordeal of Herbert Hoover p 855 – 

871 

 

Chapter 26: The New Deal 

W 2/21  Launching the New Deal p 874 – 882 

Th 2/22  The New Deal in Transition/The New Deal in Disarray p 882 – 

901,  Where Historians Disagree p 896 – 897 Zinn Ch 15 

F 2/23  Test 

 

Chapter 27: The Global Crisis, 1921 – 1941 

M 2/26  The Diplomacy of the New Era/Isolationism & Internationalism p 906 – 

918 

T 2/27  From Neutrality to Intervention p 918 – 925 



 

Chapter 28: America in a World at War 

W 2/28  War on Two Fronts p 930 – 936 

Th 3/1  The American People in Wartime p 936 – 948 

F 3/2  The Defeat of the Axis p 948 – 959  Zinn Ch 16 

M 3/5  Where Historians Disagree p 922 – 923 (Chapter 27) p 954 – 955 

T 3/6  Test 

Chapter 29: The Cold War 

W 3/7  Origins of the Cold War/Souring of the Peace p 962 – 975 

Th 3/8   American Politics & Society p 975 – 979 

F 3/9  The Korean War p 979 – 988 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 30: The Affluent Society 

M 3/19  The Economic “Miracle”/People of Plenty p 992 – 1012 

T 3/20  The “Other America”/Rise of the Civil Rights Movement p 1012 - 1018 

W 3/21  Eisenhower Republicanism/Eisenhower, Dulles & the Cold War p 1018-

1027 

Th 3/22 Essay 

 

Chapter 31: The Ordeal of Liberalism 

F 3/24  Expanding the Liberal State p 1030 – 1038 

M 3/26  The Battle for Racial Equality 1038 – 1044 

T 3/27  “Flexible Response and the Cold War/Vietnam p 1044 – 1058 

W 3/28  The Traumas of 1968 p 1058 – 1063 Zinn Ch 18 

Th 3/29 Where Historians Disagree p 1052 – 1053  Zinn Ch 17 

F 3/30  Test 

 

Chapter 32: The Crisis of Authority 

M 4/2  The Youth Culture p 1066 – 1075   

T 4/3   The Mobilization of Minorities/The New Feminism p 1075 – 1085, Zinn 

Ch 19 

W 4/4  Nixon, Kissinger, and the War/ and the World p 1085 – 1092 

Th 4/5  Politics and Economics under Nixon p 1092 – 1096 

 4/6 & 4/10    Holiday 

T 4/10  The Watergate Crisis p 1097 – 1102 

W 4/11    Where Historians Disagree p 1096 - 1097 Zinn Ch 20 

Th 4/12 

F 4/13  Test 

 

Chapter 33:  The Age of Limits 

M 4/16  Politics and Diplomacy After Watergate p 1104 – 1110 



T 4/17  The Rise of the New American Right/The Reagan Revolution p 1110 – 

1123 

 

Chapter 34: Modern Times 

W 4/18  America and the Waning of the Cold War p 1126 – 1133 

Th 4/19 Partisan Struggles p 1133 – 1137 

F 4/20   The Global Economy/Changing Society p 1137 – 1149 

M 4/23  A Contested Culture p 1149 – 1159, Zinn Ch 21 

Th 4/24 Test 

4/25 –  5/10 AP Review, 5/11 APUSH Test  


